
Council motion December 2012 

C-2(b) Chum salmon PSC management measures EA/RIR/IRFA 

 

 

The Council is concerned that the current suite of alternatives does not provide a solution to the 

competing objectives outlined in the problem statement and purpose and need, recognizing the overall 

objective to minimize salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock fishery to the extent practicable, while 

providing for the ability to achieve optimum yield in the pollock fishery. It is clear from the analysis thus 

far that measures considered to reduce bycatch of Alaska origin chum have a high likelihood of 

undermining the Council's previous actions to protect Chinook salmon. 

 

The Council requests that each sector provide a proposal that would detail how they would incorporate a 

western Alaska chum salmon avoidance program, with vessel level accountability, within their existing 

Chinook IPA for Council review. Upon review and public input, the Council would determine whether to 

further pursue this potential approach to best meet the multiple objectives outlined in the problem 

statement. 
 


