8 679.100 Equipment and Operational Requirements for the Longline Catcher/Processor Subsector

Subpart I -- Equipment and Operational
Requirements for the Longline Catcher/Processor
Subsector

§ 679.100 Applicability

The owner and operator of a vessel named on an
LLP license with a Pacific cod catcher/processor hook-
and-line endorsement for the Bering Sea, Aleutian
Islands or both the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
must comply with the requirements of this subpart.

(a) Opt out selection.

Each year, the owner of a vessel subject to this
subpart who does not intend to directed fish for Pacific
cod in the BSAI or conduct groundfish CDQ fishing at
any time during a year may, by November 1 of the year
prior to fishing, submit to NMFS a completed
notification form to opt out of directed fishing for
Pacific cod in the BSAI and groundfish CDQ fishing in
the upcoming year. The notification form is available
on the NMFS Alaska Region Web site
(http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/).

Once the vessel owner has selected to opt out, the
owner must ensure that the vessel is not used as a
catcher/processor to conduct directed fishing for
Pacific cod with hook-and-line gear in the BSAI or to
conduct groundfish CDQ fishing during the specified
year.

(b) Monitoring option selection.

Each year, the owner of a vessel subject to this
subpart that does not opt out under paragraph (a) of this
section must, by November 1 of the year prior to
fishing, submit a completed notification form for one
of two monitoring options to NMFS. The notification
form is available on the NMFS Alaska Region Web
site (http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/). The vessel
owner must comply with the selected monitoring
option at all times when the vessel is operating in either
the BSAI or GOA groundfish fisheries when directed
fishing for Pacific cod is open in the BSAI, or while
the vessel is groundfish CDQ fishing for the entire
upcoming calendar year. If NMFS does not receive a
notification to opt out or a notification for one of the
two monitoring options by November 1 of the year
prior to fishing, NMFS will assign that vessel to the
increased observer coverage option under paragraph
(b)(2) of this section for the upcoming calendar year.

(1) Increased observer coverage option.
Under this option, the vessel owner and operator
must ensure that

(i) The vessel is in compliance with observer
coverage requirements described at
8 679.51(a)(2)(vi)(E)(1).

(ii) The vessel is in compliance with observer
workload requirements described at
8 679.51(a)(2)(iii).

(iii) An observer sampling station meeting the
requirements at § 679.28(d) is available at all times,
unless otherwise approved by NMFS.

(iv) All sets are made available for sampling by an
observer.

(2) Scales option.
Under this option—

(i) The vessel owner and operator must ensure that

(A) The vessel is in compliance with observer
coverage requirements described at
8§ 679.51(a)(2)(vi)(E)(2).

(B) All Pacific cod brought onboard the vessel is
weighed on a NMFS-approved scale in compliance
with the scale requirements at § 679.28(b), and that
each set is weighed and recorded separately.

(C) An observer sampling station meeting the
requirements at § 679.28(d) is available at all times,
unless otherwise approved by NMFS.

(D) The vessel is in compliance with the electronic
monitoring requirements described at § 679.28(K).

(if) NMFS will use the weight of all catch that
passes over the scale for the purposes of accounting for
Pacific cod catch.

(iii) At the time NMFS approves the scale used to
weigh Pacific cod, NMFS will provide the vessel
owner or operator with one of the following
designations on the scale inspection report that will be
used for catch accounting of Pacific cod for the
duration of the approval period:

(A) Scale prior to bleeding. If the scale is located
before the location where Pacific cod are bled, a PRR
of 1.00 will be applied to all catch weighed on the
motion-compensated scale.
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(B) Scale between bleeding and holding area. If
Pacific cod are bled before being weighed and prior to
the bleeding holding area, a PRR of 0.99 will be
applied to all catch weighed on the scale.

(C) Scale after holding area. If Pacific cod are bled
and placed in a bleeding holding area before being
weighed, a PRR of 0.98 will be applied to all catch
weighed on the scale.

(c) Electronic logbooks.

The operator of a vessel subject to paragraph (b) of
this section at any time during a year must comply with
the requirements for electronic logbooks at § 679.5(f)
at all times during that year.

(d) During 2013, the vessel owner that has selected
the increased observer coverage option under
paragraph (b)(1) of this section may make a one-time
change to the scales option as described under
paragraph (b)(2) of this section. The owner must
submit a completed notification form no later than May
1 to change monitoring options. The change in
monitoring options will become effective June 10 and
will remain effective until December 31.
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