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Expected Changes in Groundfish Stocks 
and Catch 

The final 2010 and 2011 ABCs for 
pollock, Pacific cod, rex sole, flathead 
sole, Pacific ocean perch, northern 
rockfish, rougheye rockfish, shortraker 
rockfish, and ‘‘other species’’ are higher 
than those established for 2009, while 
the final 2010 and 2011 ABCs for 
sablefish, deep-water flatfish, shallow- 
water flatfish, arrowtooth flounder, 

other rockfish, demersal shelf rockfish, 
thornyhead rockfish, big skate, longnose 
skate, and ‘‘other skates’’ are lower than 
those established for 2009. The final 
ABCs for pelagic shelf rockfish are, 
respectively, higher in 2010 and lower 
in 2011 than the 2009 ABCs. For the 
remaining target species, the Council 
recommended and the Secretary 
approved ABC levels in 2010 and 2011 
that remain unchanged from 2009. More 
information on these changes is 

included in the final 2009 SAFE report. 
This document is available from the 
Council (see ADDRESSES). 

In the GOA, the total final 2010 TAC 
amount is 292,087 mt, an increase of 
three percent from the total proposed 
2010 TAC limit of 284,688 mt. The total 
final 2011 TAC amount is 328,464 mt, 
an increase of 15 percent from the total 
proposed 2011 TAC limit of 284,688 mt. 
Table 14 compares the proposed 2010 
TACs to the final 2010 and 2011 TACs. 

TABLE 14—COMPARISON OF PROPOSED AND FINAL 2010 AND 2011 GOA TACS 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species 2010 final TAC 2010 proposed 
TAC 

2010 
difference from 

proposed 
2011 final TAC 2011 proposed 

TAC 

2011 
difference from 

proposed 

Pollock ...................................................... 84,745 74,330 10,415 109,105 74,330 34,775 
Pacific cod ................................................ 59,563 60,102 ¥539 73,719 60,102 13,617 
Sablefish .................................................. 10,370 10,337 33 9,300 10,337 ¥1,037 
Deep-water flatfish ................................... 6,190 9,793 ¥3,603 6,325 9,793 ¥3,468 
Shallow-water flatfish ............................... 20,062 22,256 ¥2,194 20,062 22,256 ¥2,194 
Rex sole ................................................... 9,729 8,827 902 9,592 8,827 765 
Arrowtooth flounder .................................. 43,000 43,000 0 43,000 43,000 0 
Flathead sole ........................................... 10,441 11,289 ¥848 10,576 11,289 ¥713 
Pacific ocean perch ................................. 17,584 15,098 2,486 16,993 15,098 1,895 
Northern rockfish ...................................... 5,098 4,173 925 4,808 4,173 635 
Rougheye rockfish ................................... 1,302 1,297 5 1,313 1,297 16 
Shortraker rockfish ................................... 914 898 16 914 898 16 
Other rockfish ........................................... 1,192 1,730 ¥538 1,192 1,730 ¥538 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ............................... 5,059 4,465 594 4,727 4,465 262 
Demersal shelf rockfish ........................... 295 362 ¥67 295 362 ¥67 
Thornyhead rockfish ................................ 1,770 1,910 ¥140 1,770 1,910 ¥140 
Atka mackerel .......................................... 2,000 2,000 0 2,000 2,000 0 
Big skate .................................................. 3,328 3,330 ¥2 3,328 3,330 ¥2 
Longnose skates ...................................... 2,852 2,887 ¥35 2,852 2,887 ¥35 
Other skates ............................................. 2,093 2,104 ¥11 2,093 2,104 ¥11 
Other species ........................................... 4,500 4,500 0 4,500 4,500 0 

Total .................................................. 292,087 284,688 7,399 328,464 284,688 43,776 

Current Estimates of Halibut Biomass 
and Stock Condition 

The most recent halibut stock 
assessment was developed by the IPHC 
staff in December 2009 for the 2010 
commercial fishery; this assessment was 
considered by the IPHC at its annual 
January 2010 meeting. Since 2006, the 
IPHC stock assessment has been fitted to 
a coastwide data set (including the 
United States and Canada) to estimate 
total exploitable biomass. Coastwide 
exploitable biomass at the beginning of 
2010 is estimated to be 334 million 
pounds. The assessment revised last 
year’s estimate of 325 million pounds at 
the start of 2009 downwards to 291 
million pounds and projects an increase 
of 14 percent over that value to arrive 
at the 2010 value of 334 million pounds. 
At least part, if not most, of the 
downward revision for 2009 is believed 
to be caused by the ongoing decline in 
size at age, which continues for all ages 
in all areas. Projections based on the 

currently estimated age compositions 
suggest that the exploitable and female 
spawning biomasses will continue to 
increase over the next several years as 
a sequence of strong year classes recruit 
to the legal-sized component of the 
population. The coastwide exploitable 
biomass was apportioned among 
regulatory areas in accordance with 
survey estimates of relative abundance 
and other considerations. The 
assessment recommends a coastwide 
harvest rate of 20 percent of the 
exploitable biomass overall, but a lower 
harvest rate of 15 percent for Areas 4A, 
4B, 4C, 4D, 4E, and 3B. 

The halibut resource is fully utilized. 
Recent catches, over the last 16 years 
(1994–2009) in the commercial halibut 
fisheries in Alaska have averaged 32,850 
mt round weight. In December 2009, 
IPHC staff recommended Alaska 
commercial catch limits totaling 25,008 
mt round weight for 2010, a 5 percent 
decrease from 26,338 mt in 2009. 
Through December 31, 2009, 

commercial hook-and-line harvests of 
halibut off Alaska totaled 25,536 mt 
round weight. 

Additional information on the Pacific 
halibut stock assessment may be found 
in the IPHC’s 2009 Pacific halibut stock 
assessment (December 2009), available 
on the IPHC Web site at http:// 
www.iphc.washington.edu. The IPHC 
considered the 2009 Pacific halibut 
assessment for 2010 at its January 2010 
annual meeting when it set the 2010 
commercial halibut fishery catch limits. 

Other Factors 

The proposed 2010 and 2011 harvest 
specifications (74 FR 62533, November 
30, 2009) discuss potential impacts of 
expected fishing for groundfish on 
halibut stocks, as well as methods 
available for, and costs of, reducing 
halibut bycatch in the groundfish 
fisheries. 
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