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trawl sablefish TAC be established for 
two years so that retention of incidental 
catch of sablefish by trawl gear could 
commence in January in the second year 
of the groundfish harvest specifications. 
However, since there is an annual 
assessment for sablefish and the final 
harvest specifications are expected to be 

published before the IFQ season begins 
(typically, early March), the industry 
and Council recommended that the 
sablefish TAC be set on an annual basis 
so that the best and most recent 
scientific information could be 
considered in recommending the ABCs 
and TACs. Since sablefish is on bycatch 

status for trawl gear during the entire 
fishing year, and given that fishing for 
groundfish is prohibited prior to January 
20, it is not likely that the sablefish 
allocation to trawl gear would be 
reached before the effective date of the 
final harvest specifications. 

TABLE 3—FINAL 2010 SABLEFISH TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GOA AND ALLOCATIONS TO HOOK-AND-LINE AND TRAWL 
GEAR 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area/district TAC Hook-and-line 
allocation 

Trawl 
allocation 

Western ........................................................................................................................................ 1,660 1,328 332 
Central ......................................................................................................................................... 4,510 3,608 902 
West Yakutat 1 ............................................................................................................................. 1,620 1,410 210 
Southeast Outside ....................................................................................................................... 2,580 2,580 0 

Total ...................................................................................................................................... 10,370 8,926 1,444 

1 Represents an allocation of 5 percent of the combined Eastern Regulatory Area sablefish TAC to trawl gear in the WYK District. 

TABLE 4—FINAL 2011 SABLEFISH TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GOA AND ALLOCATION TO TRAWL GEAR 1 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area/district TAC Hook-and-line 
allocation 

Trawl 
allocation 

Western ........................................................................................................................................ 1,488 n/a 298 
Central ......................................................................................................................................... 4,042 n/a 808 
West Yakutat 2 ............................................................................................................................. 1,450 n/a 189 
Southeast Outside ....................................................................................................................... 2,320 n/a 0 

Total ...................................................................................................................................... 9,300 n/a 1,295 

1 The Council recommended that harvest specifications for the hook-and-line gear sablefish Individual Fishing Quota fisheries be limited to one 
year. 

2 Represents an allocation of 5 percent of the combined Eastern Regulatory Area sablefish TAC to trawl gear in the WYK District. 

Apportionments of Pollock TAC Among 
Seasons and Regulatory Areas, and 
Allocations for Processing by Inshore 
and Offshore Components 

In the GOA, pollock is apportioned by 
season and area, and is further allocated 
for processing by inshore and offshore 
components. Pursuant to 
§ 679.20(a)(5)(iv)(B), the annual pollock 
TAC specified for the Western and 
Central Regulatory Areas of the GOA is 
apportioned into four equal seasonal 
allowances of 25 percent. As established 
by § 679.23(d)(2)(i) through (iv), the A, 
B, C, and D season allowances are 
available from January 20 to March 10, 
March 10 to May 31, August 25 to 
October 1, and October 1 to November 
1, respectively. 

Pollock TACs in the Western and 
Central Regulatory Areas of the GOA are 
apportioned among Statistical Areas 
610, 620, and 630, pursuant to 
§ 679.20(a)(5)(iv)(A). In the A and B 
seasons, the apportionments are in 
proportion to the distribution of pollock 
biomass based on the four most recent 
NMFS winter surveys. In the C and D 

seasons, the apportionments are in 
proportion to the distribution of pollock 
biomass based on the four most recent 
NMFS summer surveys. For 2010 and 
2011, the Council recommends, and 
NMFS approves, averaging the winter 
and summer distribution of pollock in 
the Central Regulatory Area for the A 
season. The average is intended to 
reflect the distribution of pollock and 
the performance of the fishery in the 
area during the A season for the 2010 
and 2011 fishing years. Within any 
fishing year, the amount by which a 
seasonal allowance is under- or 
overharvested may be added to, or 
subtracted from, subsequent seasonal 
allowances in a manner to be 
determined by the Regional 
Administrator (§ 679.20(a)(5)(iv)(B)). 
The rollover amount of unharvested 
pollock is limited to 20 percent of the 
seasonal apportionment for the 
statistical area. Any unharvested 
pollock above the 20-percent limit could 
be further distributed to the other 
statistical areas, in proportion to the 
estimated biomass in the subsequent 
season in those statistical areas 

(§ 679.20(a)(5)(iv)(B)). The pollock TACs 
in the WYK and SEO District of 2,031 
mt and 9,245 mt, respectively, in 2010, 
and 2,686 mt and 9,245 mt, respectively, 
in 2011, are not allocated by season. 

Section 679.20(a)(6)(i) requires the 
allocation of 100 percent of the pollock 
TAC in all regulatory areas and all 
seasonal allowances to vessels catching 
pollock for processing by the inshore 
component after subtraction of amounts 
projected by the Regional Administrator 
to be caught by, or delivered to, the 
offshore component incidental to 
directed fishing for other groundfish 
species. Thus, the amount of pollock 
available for harvest by vessels 
harvesting pollock for processing by the 
offshore component is that amount that 
will be taken as incidental catch during 
directed fishing for groundfish species 
other than pollock, up to the maximum 
retainable amounts allowed by 
§ 679.20(e) and (f). At this time, these 
incidental catch amounts of pollock are 
unknown and will be determined 
during the fishing year. 

Tables 5 and 6 list the seasonal 
biomass distribution of pollock in the 
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